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and unity of the universe have gradually evolved, a primitive matter which 
is not merely a methodological postulate of epistemology, hut a real 
metaphysical existence.* Now I do not say that a thoroughgoing evolu- 
tionism is impossible. I only maintain that there is a certain aspect of 
irrationality to it which is a severe strain on the ordinary philosophical 
understanding. And this Mr. Schiller seems to admit. For his answer is 
simply to tell us that we are not concerned with what things were or 
how they came to be, with understanding them, in other words ; but only 
with the practical question of what we can make out of them in the 
future. Now I can readily conceive that I might be brought to a state 
of mind in which I should be forced to put up with what seemed to 
me theoretical absurdities for lack of any solution; and then I should 
doubtless accept as good practical advice the admonition to turn to affairs 
of conduct. Indeed, in any case I should willingly admit that this last 
is the finally important matter. But also, constituted as at present I 
find myself, I am bound to feel that a philosophy which bids me stop 
trying to make things intelligible, and sink the demand for rationality in 
the practical concerns of action, is only a second best, and that it leaves 
me with a genuine impulse unsatisfied. And so long as the pragmatist 
can see in the demand nothing but 'sheer prejudice,' the war is likely 
to go merrily on, with but remote chance of either side convincing the 
other. 

A. K. Eogers. 
Butleb College. 



JOUENALS AND NEW BOOKS 

ANNALEN DEE NATUBPHILOSOPHIE. April, 1907, Band VI., 
Heft I. Das ndchste Problem der Chemie (pp. 1-15) : E. Wald. - The 
article is taken up, if we except the polemical matter which it contains, 
with a discussion of the variability of solid phases. The author scores 
Arrhenius for applying the Dalton laws (definite multiple and equivalent 
proportions) to crystalline solids, while dismissing without comment, 
' because they rarely occur,' solid solutions to which the laws do not apply. 
He considers the atomistic idea, which is of course founded on the Dalton 
laws, as merely a special case of a more general law, and accuses it of 
being the cause of lax methods of thought and a hindrance to the solution 
of such problems as he presents. He takes up in connection with solid 
solutions isomorphism, composition of minerals, semi-permeable mem- 
branes, water containing crystalline salts, and 'impurities,' in the dis- 
cussion of the absorption by solids. In processes of purification we are 
really separating phase forms, until at last we come to what he calls 
E ckpunMen-f orms of constant composition; and to these alone do the 
atomic laws apply. Prevailing theories concern themselves only with 
these ' edgepoints,' and not with the other phase forms. Since elements 

'The shifting between these two interpretations seems to me another in- 
stance of the wavering attitude toward the final implications of pragmatism of 
which I spoke at the start. Cf. pp. 432 ff. 
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are only special forms of phases, the hope is expressed that it may some- 
time become possible to discover the laws governing all existing phase 
forms, analogous to, or rather underlying, that of Mendelejeff. Illusive 
Reihen (pp. 16-19) : W. M. Frankl. - Illusive series are such as consti- 
tute no causal series, though their parts follow each other. Of these there 
are seven kinds. Die allgemeinsten Oesetze des physikalischen Gesche- 
hens und ihr Verhaltnis zum zweiten Haupsatze der Warmlehre (pp. 20- 
30) : A. E. Haas. - While the energy of any system remains constant, its 
tension (Spannung) diminishes with every change that takes place in it, 
and with it, the available power (Ereignisvorrat). Of this general law 
the second principle of the theory of heat is a special instance which has 
been more readily recognized simply because we have for thermal energy 
a fixed zero. Personlichkeit und Unsterblichkeit (pp. 31-57) : W. Ost- 
wald. - The writer can conceive no higher meaning for the term immor- 
tality than the fact of achievements bequeathed to posterity. The course 
of nature seems everywhere to lie in the direction of the dissipation, not 
the concentration, of energy, the diminution of the significance of per- 
sonality. Der Bichtungsbegriff und seine Bedeuting fur die Philosophic 
(pp. 58-92): K. Goldscheid. - The concept of direction is fundamental 
to both rest and motion; purpose should be defined as direction reflected 
upon. The deepest significance of direction lies in the fact that while it 
is the Uberquantitative it is measurable, and is the bridge between the 
qualitative and quantitative. Direction has neither beginning nor end, 
and ultimate purposes must be ignored for proximate directions. Time 
is to be defined as a continuous series of ends attained. Whether one 
speaks of obligation or of necessity is a mere matter of methodology. The 
true practical concept is that of possible directions, ranged according to 
their relative probability. Neue Bucher: W. O.-E. Cassirer, Das Er- 
kenntnisproblem in der Philosophie und Wissenschaft der neueren Zeit. 
W. Fliess, Der Ablauf des Lebens. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 

The monument which is to be erected to Lamarck in the Paris Jardin 
des Plantes is described in Science, May 17, as follows : " The proposed 
monument, designed by M. Fagel, gives a bronze bust of Lamarck, sur- 
mounting, after the fashion of recent French sculpture, a large granite 
pedestal with figures in relief. These portray the philosopher aged and 
blind, seated at the base of his monument, and close by, reading to him, 
his devoted daughter — a pathetic picture of Lamarck's last days when in 
poverty and in disfavor, on account of his evolutional writings, he was 
living as a recluse in the ancient house of BufFon, near which, probably 
on the very spot which he crossed in his daily walk, the monument is to 
stand. It is only within recent years that the position of Lamarck among 
the pioneers of evolution has come to be understood. Darwin himself 
was distinctly unjust in his treatment of him. But from the work of 
the modern paleontologist on the one hand and the experimentalist on 
the other, tribute is coming to be paid to Lamarck's wonderful insight, 
imperfect though the materials of his inductions were, into the processes 
and factors of organic evolution. The ' American school of evolutionists,' 
headed by Cope, Osborn, Hyatt, Eyder, Packard, has indeed touched so 
closely the lines of his philosophy that it has often merited the title of 
' Neo-Lamarckian.' And it is to our countryman, Packard, that we are 
indebted for the only work upon the life and teachings of Lamarck which 
has hitherto appeared." 

In September, 1906, there was held at Milan a congress of naturalists, 
at which it was decided to organize the Italian Society for the Advance- 
ment of Science. The committee appointed for this purpose has arranged 
to hold a congress at Parma in September, 1907, on which occasion the 
society will begin its career. It is to be regretted that none of the sub- 
jects ordinarily grouped together as philosophy will be represented. 

The Congres international de Psychiatrie, de Neurologie, de Psycho- 
logie et d' Assistance des alienes, will take place at Amsterdam, Septem- 
ber 2 to 7, 1907. The congress is organized by the Societe neer landaise 
de Psychiatrie et de Neurologie. 

Dr. Edward Caird, the master of Balliol College, Oxford, has been 
compelled by ill health to resign the mastership, to which he was elected 
in 1893 in succession to Professor Jowett, having been formerly fellow of 
Merton College and professor of moral philosophy in the University of 
Glasgow. 

Professor John Adams, who holds the chair of education in the Uni- 
versity of London, and Dr. J. M. E. McTaggart, lecturer in moral science, 
Trinity College, Cambridge, will take part in the work of the summer 
school of the University of California, which opens on June 24. 



